CHAPTER  I
MEETING  OF  THE FAR EAST AND THE WEST

BEFORE entering on the consideration of recent developments
and present conditions in the Far East and on the study of
the world-problems which have resulted from them, it will
be convenient to glance at the circumstances which attended
the meeting of the Far East, and especially of Japan and
China, with the West, as a knowledge of these will help to
explain much that has since occurred.

It would be very interesting to study the effect on world-
politics, in different periods of the world's history, of the
growth of geographical knowledge.    We can
scarcely realise how much the centre of magni-    ^^f66
tude of the world's power or of its industry or
commerce has changed from East to West, from South, to
North, unless we form a clear idea of the successive additions
which have been made to man's knowledge of the surface of
the earth,    This, however, is a very large subject, and m^an-
tirne we can only give a brief sketch of a historical and
geographical nature, which will be useful when we are con-
sidering  the  problems  of the  Pacific.    The subjects &re
almost encyclopaedic in extent, but their details can easily
be obtained from other sources by those who are specially
interested in them,

From the times of Homer to those of Herodotus, scjiolajs
and merchants were gradually acquiring familiarity \flfth a
larger world, but we require to come down to the expedftipm
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